The Gathering Storm

with historian J. L. Bell
Author of The Road to Concord:

How Four Stolen Cannon
Ignited the Revolutionary War

* Presented by the Acton 250 Committee

* More events of all kinds to follow.
See https://www.actonma.gov/250

e Acton has a lot of history to celebrate!
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¥ New England
&= .| Massachusetts
Connecticut

Rhode Island
New Hampshire

e Puritan founding

t « Town meetings

'« Elected governors
- under their first
charters

L]
LRE ST -




— Royal Government —
King, Ministers & Parliament

e Governor, Lt. Governor
— Judges, other court officials

— Justices of the Peace
— Sheriffs
— Militia officers

e Treasurer, Secretary
« Army and Navy officers
» Customs Service




— Popular Government —
White Property-Owning Men

« Town Meetings
— Selectmen
— Tax Collectors, Constables
— House Representatives

e House
— Speaker, Clerk
— Councilors

BOTTOM e Council
UP




Areas of Overlap

« Council votes/negatives

» Council approval for some
acts by the governor

 Legislative votes/negatives
« Judges and juries
 Militia officer choices

BOTTOM
UP




Areas of Overlap

« Council votes/negatives

» Council approval for some
acts by the governor

 Legislative votes/negatives

BOTTOM
UP




— Royal Government —
Strengthening Measures, 1767-1774

« Salaries for Governor, Lit.
Governor, others

 Salaries for Judges

» Increased funds for
Customs Service
— All paid from tea duties
« Army and Navy deployed to
Boston, 1768-1770 and
again in May 1774




Gen. Thomas Gage

e« commander-in-chief of
the British Army in
North America

o stationed in New York
for decades

 appointed governor of
Massachusetts in May

1774



— Popular Government —
Limiting Measures, 1774

— Under the Massachusetts
Government Act
» Town Meetings restricted
to one per year

e “Mandamus” Council
instead of Councilors
BOTTOM elected by the House

UP  Province-wide
Conventions forbidden




— Popular Government —
Resistance Measures, summer 1774

« House chose delegates for a
Continental Congress

» Solemn League & Covenant

e County Conventions
— Berkshire County, July 6

e Town committees of
correspondence gathered

BOTTOM
UP — Worcester County, August 9—10







— Popular Government —
Resistance Measures, August 1774

« Town meetings by
adjournment

« Men refused jury duty

e Crowds halted courts

— Berkshire County, August 16
— Hampshire County, August 30

JOAMEOIER . [ntimidation of Councilors
UP
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Provincial
Powderhouse
« Remote area of

Charlestown

 Storage for both
towns and province

« Represented militia
preparedness
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1774

y

September 2
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THE SEAT or WAR ,
IN
-+ g
NEW ENGLAND,
Rl
an Ameriean Velunteer.
ekl T HIE MARCHES
of the Several Corps send by the
! oL oNIES.
Towards BosrTown.
with the Altack on
B oKk ER §S=HIEBS

Englirh M.
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Harvard University — Harvard University Archives { Green, Joshua, 1764-1847. Drawings by Joshua Green.
A Plot of Cambridge Common with a view of the Roads & a principal part of the Buildings thereon, ca.
1781, HUY 2181 Folder 2, Harvard University Archives,
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Harvard University — Harvard University Archives { Green, Joshua, 1764-1847. Drawings by Joshua Green.
A Plot of Cambridge Common with a view of the Roads & a principal part of the Buildings thereon, ca.
1781, HUY 2181 Folder 2, Harvard University Archives,
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Isalah Thomas and the
Massachusetts Spy

i LINERTY 1.r!:|"|.. r -ﬁ-."-h-rﬁl-ﬂﬂ-ﬂ Wi l..r«rh ¥ FolieiTon b pave=tr, -u.|.r"l=._l.r|‘. ohon 13

LI ]"c ) "IHL [i‘-[‘.l-'t'l, I.I'I'I ULY 75 1774
ek .. F IF:‘:'--‘;"EE_J 1{ 4 'ﬁ'_il::t. DIE
= .;. !“\-&' .._ } _‘|'




rf

R

i

d L ¥ i

ﬁ.irmv_'-d:'-"
iy

L

o

= Vs

- .@_;; s —
= T '._.
" R 3 =

b
b 1;_
=

T .;.fh;-ﬁ.;ﬂl'-';:"f'.
At T,




rf

BRI

i

d Wninazpr ¥ i

ﬁ.irmv_'-d:'-"
iy

L

o

Vi i

.q_;; P -
: "‘?k«hluﬁ =
T '._.

L T -

b
b 1;_
=

TR
Hivdpe. s




[ B3
z Rk

" - ]
R Tl Lo LERLT
(BT ALl l't.‘i-"l-"-""{"'.“".lh

“

:’R‘l_“l:.

L RER

.!_.gn Oliver ';'33.'

g Q:J;"I'-i.*?'nimqlhrr
17 g

e
. o T

.

ay

i e o i
Sy . ‘&%‘i‘t‘;

N

e

y
4

T T 3

L
=

sy, i =




T g o T

e
..I?
bbb o

L

e

.‘I — ] r'- - I
II T ATl Wl
L 5 I,E,;:-_'i.tu.q.ue.uq.-r. .

B

Ny e
e

N




Thomas Oliver’s house

—
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. i
Cireamjacent Country(hewing the
thrown up by HISMAJESTY'S
| Troops,and alfo thofe by the Redels,
during the Campaign: 1773,

NB. The Rebels Fnirenchments ore cvprefad ae they apprar
Frems Bricen Wil which aae ocleed yellow,




"ON s CHARLESTO
Ciumjacent Country (hewing the
orks thrown up by HISMAJESTY'S
| Troops,and alfo thofe by the Rebels,
during the Campaign: 1773,

NB. The Rebels Fnirenchments ore cvprefad ae they apprar
Frems Bricen Wil which aae ocleed yellow,
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A DRAUGHT of the TOWNS of

' BosTON 2« CHARLESTOW
| and the Cirgamjacent Countryhewing thd
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during the Campaign 177 3,
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— Popular Government —
Resistance Measures, fall 1774

« Towns sent delegates to a Provincial
Congress

 Towns sent tax revenue to
Congress’s Receiver General

« Militia regiments elected new
officers (or reelected old)

« Militia regiments formed new
minuteman and artillery companies,

BOTTOM drilled more often |
UP « Congress collected artillery
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J. L. Bell

www.Boston1775.net
@boston1775

“History, analysis, and
unabashed gossip about
Revolutionary New England”



Question and Answer Time!

* Please wait until called upon

* Please be respectful and save
time for others




Thank You! ... and More to Come!

See https://www.actonma.gov/250 for upcoming events



https://www.actonma.gov/250
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