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Franklin and the “Apology for Printers”

Source: "Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) (Robert Feke), H47,” Harvard Art Museums collections online, Jun 02, 2022, 
https://hvrd.art/o/299815; Pennsylvania Gazette, June 10, 1731, America’s Historical Newspapers.



Sources of Information

Oral Reports

• Visitors or travelers (Sailors, 
merchants, others)

• Public discussion (Tavern, 
coffee house, post office)

• Official proclamations/public 
meetings

Handwritten Reports

• Letters

• Diaries/journals

• Posted notices

Printed Reports

• Newspapers

• Magazines

• Books

• Pamphlets

• Almanacs

• Prints/Graphics



Pennsylvania Journal
May 26, 1763

Source: Historical Society of Pennsylvania



Pennsylvania Journal
May 26, 1763

Source: Historical Society of Pennsylvania



Stamp Act Duties – A Sampling

Source: Anno Regni Georgii III … (London: Printed by Mark Baskett; [Woodbridge, N.J.]: Reprinted by James Parker, [1765]).



The Stamp Act Takes 
Effect
Source: American Antiquarian Society



Mourning the 
Newspaper
Source: Pennsylvania Journal, October 31, 
1765, American Antiquarian Society.



The last Remains of
The PENNSYLVANIA JOURNAL,

Which departed this Life, the 31st. of 
October, 1765

Of a STAMP in her Vitals,
Aged 23 Years.

An Emblem of the Effects
of the STAMP.

Pennsylvania Journal
October 31, 1765



The Power of the 
Stamp
Source: Boston Gazette, February 24, 1766, 
American Antiquarian Society.



John Dickinson
The Farmer
Source: Engraving by J.B. Forrest after 
portrait by Charles Willson Peale, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, 
https://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Deta
il/objects/5118. 

https://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/objects/5118


Boston Committee of 
Correspondence and 
the Towns
Source: Massachusetts Spy (Boston), Jan. 28, 
1773.



News of Dumping the 
Tea Reaches 
Philadelphia
Source: Rare Books & Manuscript 
Department, Boston Public Library.



The “Lexington Alarm”
Source: Van Gorden-Williams Library & 
Archives Digital Collections, digitalVGW, 
https://digitalvgw.omeka.net/items/show/4
97



Circulating the 
“Lexington Alarm”



Circulating the 
“Lexington Alarm”



Contact Information

• Email: adelman.joseph@gmail.com

• Instagram: @jmadelman_history

• Mastodon: @jmadelman@historians.social

mailto:adelman.joseph@gmail.com


Question and Answer Time! 

• Please wait until called 
upon

• Please be respectful and 
save time for others 



Thank You! … and More to Come!      
Next Up: 

March 19, 6:30PM  
Acton Memorial Library Book Group
“Odyssey of Phillis Wheatley” 

April date TBD 
Acton Center Tour – Amy Cole 

Tuesday, April 2  7PM
Historian John L. Bell, Author of “The Road to Concord: How Four Stolen 
Cannon Ignited the Revolutionary War” 


