Daily Life in Colonial Acton
by Historian Mary Fuhrer

* Presented by the Acton 250
Committee

 More events of all kinds to
follow well into 2025

e Acton has a lot of history to
celebrate!




Daily Life in Acton on the Eve
ot the Revolution

Acton 250
November 2023



“T'he past is a foreign country.”

From the Collections. of the Clements Library

Amos Doolittle: Battle of Lexington, 1775
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The World of Late Colonial Acton

* Family & Household
e House & Possessions

* Farm
* Neighborhood
* Church

e Town

* Two guides on tour: Simon Hunt & Lucy Davis



I. Families & Households



Families with deep roots
& broad branches



Simon Hunt Family

Simon Hunt b. 1734
Married LLucy Raymond 1754

Children (all born in Acton):
Lucy 1755, d. 1755

Simon 1756

Lucy 1758

Nathan 1760 % g @\

Mary 1762 31 % ) Y ;
Paul 1764 : N ﬁ ﬁ ¥
Elizabeth 1766 . >/ ":v -

Ruth 1769
Tabitha 1771
Sarah 1773
Joanna 1779

O 0O O 0O O O O o0 O o0 O

The Savage Family, c. 1799, by Edward Savage, Worcester Art Museum



All people lived under “family government.”
“Family” = Household
* husband & wife
* children (average 6-8 per family)
* orandparents
 unmarried siblings of husband/wife
* visiting relatives
* apprentices
* hired help
* boarders
* town pooft

e slaves



II. House and Home



Colonial era house plans

ONE-STORY

HALF-HOUSE
(ONE-ROGOM-DEEP )

HALL-AND-PARLOR HOUSE
{ ONE.-RCOM-DEEP )

HALF-HOUSE
( TWO - ROOMS-DEEPR )

CENTER-CHIMNEY HOUSE
( TWO- ROOMS - DEEP )

CENTER - HALL HOUSE
{ TWO- ROOMS-DEEP )

Thomas Hubka, Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn




Household
Goods

Probate Inventory of
Isaac Davis, June

1775
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Parlor, Hall, & Kitchen

James L. Garvin, A Building History of Northern New England




Multi-use “Hall” & Kitchen
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Image: Carole Conn, “No Butter in the Buttery”
James L. Garvin, A Building History of Northern New England



I11. Farm



“Here once the embattled farmers stood ...”




Yankee Yeoman Farm

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Harvard Forest Diorama

Land provided security, independence, and civic identity



In colonial New England, a farm
that would sustainably produce the

food, clothing, and fuel for an
average household
required about 60 acres.



Ideal Mixed-Use Sustainable Family Farm
Freedom's Way Colonial Towns

Woodlot Meadow Pasture

20 Acres 15 Acres 15 Acres
Tillage Houselot | Orchard
6 Acres 2 Acres | 2 Acres




Houselot — Dooryard, Barnyard, Garden

é
555

Photo:s Old Sturbridge Village



Orchard: Cider and Frui
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Pasture: Grazing

Photo: Old Sturbridge Village



Meadow: Hay

Painting; Cutting the Hay by Martin Driscoll
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Simon Hunt’s Land - 1771

Polls rateable — 1 Required for Sustainable Farm
House — 1 [2 acres] 2 acres

Orchard [2+ acres] 1-2 acres

Tillage 7 acres 6 acres

Pasture 10 acres* 15 acres

Meadow 21 acres 15 acres

Assumed woodlot 42 acres** 20 acres

TOTAL ACRES 84 60 acres

Livestock Essential Stock to Sustain Family:
* Horse 1 1

N 0) 2 2

e C(attle 5 6

* Goats/Sheep 10 3

e Swine 2 2

e Barrels cider 20 10+

*Valuation says these 10 acres of a quality to feed 7 cows
**Rule of Thumb: double acreage to estimate woodlot



IV. Neighborhood



Map ot
Acton 1794
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Account Book of Capt. John Parker
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Sketch from Harold R. Phelan, History of the Town of Acton




Seating the Meetinghouse
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Deerfield Meetinghouse Plan, Image: Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association, Deerfield MA.
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Town
Matters

Infirniity,

Admiration
¥ Beneficial
-on. Confolation. |

Town Roads

March the 2 then put the
widow Trow to the lowest
bider for 13 weeks and She
was Struck off to Calvin
Hayward at 5=9 per week
for Said term

March ye 7: 1743 to an

order to William Town Poor
Connant for his Town Pound
carreing [carrying] John

Mallery out of town






Question and Answer Time!

e Please wait until called
upon

* Please be respectful and
save time for others




Thank You! ... and More to
Come!

Next Up:

Sunday, December 10 2-4PM
Acton Center Tour — Amy Cole

Saturday, December 16 2-3PM
Steeped In Secrecy: The Boston Tea Party, 250 Years Later
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